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Italian huts 1 had been strongly confirmed, if not fully established,
by the result of excavations in Italy made some years ago. I have
Prof. Helbig's leave to give a brief summary of his facts and con-
clusions in so far as they bear on the points raised in my paper.
A considerable number of prehistoric villages have been disin-
terred within late years in the Emilia and Lombardy. They are
built on piles by the banks of rivers and streams, and usually on
the same site there are remains of three such villages, one above
the other ; the lower villages exhibiting traces of fire. From the
remains found in them it appears that the inhabitants belonged to
the stone and bronze ages, or rather to a period in the bronze age
at which stone implements were still not only employed but manu-
factured ; the villages in the Emilia exhibit a preponderance of
bronze, those in Lombardy of stone, utensils. Different views have
been held as to the race which built these villages. Helbig decides
against the Celts on the ground that the bronze utensils found in
the villages are much inferior to those of the countries north of the
Alps from which the Celts migrated,2 and also because the objects
which tradition regards as especially characteristic of the Celts (the
long iron sword, the necklace, the gold ornaments) are all absent
from the villages. Besides over some of the villages have been
found remains of Etruscan settlements. But as the Celts are known
to have invaded and conquered the Etruscans, to attribute the
lower and older remains to the conquerors would be preposterous.
Again the people could not have been Ligurians ; for though the
Ligurians appear at a remote date to have occupied a great part
of Italy, and to be indeed the oldest race in the peninsula, they
were found as late as about 104 B.C. by the philosopher Posidonius,
who visited them on that lovely coast now familiar to us as the
Riviera, to be in a state of barbarism or savagery much lower than
that of the inhabitants of the pile-villages. Posidonius describes
the Ligurians as wild huntsmen, almost ignorant of agriculture,
clad in skins, and dwelling mostly in the clefts of the rocks. Helbig
concludes that the people who built these pile-villages were the
forefathers of the Italians who made a long halt in the valley of
the Po before they resumed their southward march.
Out of 175 huts (or rather foundations of huts) found in the
neighbourhood of Bologna, all but three were round and appear
from the remaining fragments of the walls to have been constructed
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